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During the past two months, ques-Ar tionnaires that we mailed out to mem-.,w & d q u o ; bers have poured back in. We tabulated 'if the responses, listened carefully to the feedback--and cheered silently when a definitive profile of SCS members began to emerge. Interested members will find that profile sketched out on pages 93-95 in a summary of our findings entitled SCS Members Identified.
Also in this issue, you'll find some of the things you asked for on your questionnaires. The many members, for instance, who let us know that they want to be kept abreast of current literature in the field will find a review of the book SimuZation of Discrete Stochastic Systems (page 86), a description of the Japan Club of Rome's progress report On the Future Japan and the World--A ModeZ Approach (pages vii-x), and abstracts of articles included in the Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Simulation Symposium (pages 91-92). The 43% of our members who reported that they &dquo;usually&dquo; read the Techniques columns of SIMULATION will find on pages 76-79 a description of an analog computer simulation of a circuit familiar to many radio and electronic engineers--the squegging oscillator.
In the feedback section of their questionnaires, many members also took the time to question, suggest, and criticize (for the most part constructively). Time does not permit us to answer all the feedback with individual letters, and in lieu of this we'd like to respond here to at least a couple of the suggestions and expressions of preference voiced by relatively large numbers of members concerning the contents of their monthly journal. (We're working here on the premise that most members who gave us feedback will also be reading this column--which we justify by the fact that only 6.3% reported on the questionnaires that they &dquo;rarely&dquo; read it!) A sizable segment of members registering their wishes was clamoring for tutorials and primers to serve the beginner in the simulation field. Two features in SIMULATION--one of which appears in every issue and the other of which appears periodically--are intended to help meet this need. Early in 1972, when an analysis of recent membership applications revealed that our newest members were coming from a younger age group working in diverse new application areas, we launched our Simulation Today series of tutorial descriptions of the transfer of simulation technology to new lines of endeavor. Articles in this series have appeared as a separate four-page section in the center of every issue of SIMULATION since May 1972 except one. (We missed the June 1972 issue when we were just getting started!) You'll find the sixteenth article in the series, Simulation and the Planning of Drug User Services, in the center section of this issue. We welcome contributions to the series.
If you want to know how to go about writing an article for publication in the series, see page ii of this issue. If you would like the first annual bound volume of Simulation Today, it is now available from the SCS offices at a cost of $5 to nonmembers and $2.50 to members of SCS. It contains four articles introducing the simulation field to newcomers and four tutorial descriptions of applications in the areas of graphics, life sciences, economics, and biomedicine.
The second volume in the series, which will be available for the same price at the end of this year, will contain tutorials on ill-defined systems, smog, chemical engineering problems, a dock strike, social systems, irrigation systems, corporation planning, drug-user services, and three additional topics.
Our Computers in Education (CiE) section, which has appeared aperiodically in SIMULATION since May 1966, also contains material of a tutorial nature--but historically its concern is more with specific problems and solutions for use in college-level engineering courses from sophomore to graduate level. We also welcome contributions (not limited to the engineering field) to this section of SIMULATION. If you would like to see CiE articles assembled in one place, you will soon have that option. Dr. David B. Greenberg, our associate editor in charge of CiE material, is currently serving as editor of a volume in the SZMULATION COUNCILS PROCEEDINGS series dealing with simulation in engineering education. It will consist in part of articles published over time in the CiE pages of SIMULATION--updated and with epilogues outlining how the techniques described in the articles have worked out in practice.
A number of members told us they would like to find on the pages of SIMULATION documentation of simulation programs and articles that have appeared in other publications--e.g., inventories of existing simulation models, descriptions of existing simulation packages, and bibliographies of the field. So would we.
We'd like to appoint one or more new associate editors to do the literature-culling necessary to produce such columns for SIMULATION. We would welcome volunteers.
Finally, one minority comment, from two of our members, touched us keeply enough that we skimmed through back issues to discover what we had published that might inspire it. The feeling expressed by those two members was a feeling of isolation, produced perhaps, they felt, by the informal style of the journal. After studying back issues, we concluded that the writers were probably reacting to the SIMULATION of some years back when the number of simulationists was small and when the accusation that there appeared to be an &dquo;in&dquo; crowd of simulationists had some basis in fact. Today, however, we'd like to assure all members that there is no &dquo;in&dquo; crowd of simulationists.
Both our authors and our reviewers come from widely different backgrounds. We recommend to potential authors an informal style of writing only because the art and science of simulation bridge many disciplines and it is our aim to publish articles that are comprehensible to readers outside the author's special field (in other words, minimal technical jargon). But we definitely discourage the kind of informal reporting that shortcuts the names of people and practices unfamiliar to large numbers of readers-thereby producing in some readers a feeling of being isolated on the periphery of a closed community. And we'll be careful to discourage it even more definitely in the future. Any reader who continues to feel that he doesn't belong to the club will help us if he'll write and tell us why.
